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Watt’ happening

Take the opportunity to…
• See what makes the cooperative business model

different and successful, then apply this knowledge
to fun and challenging cooperative activities.

• Identify and learn how to develop your own
leadership skills.

• Discuss cooperative careers with industry
professionals.

• Be entertained and challenged by highly acclaimed
motivational speakers who understand teens and talk
about topics that are relevant in your life.

This is a by-teens, for-teens cooperative leadership 
conference that is planned and developed by a youth board 
elected at the previous year’s event.

Who should apply? 
• High school students with a

parent or grandparent who is a
member of Scenic Rivers Energy
Cooperative.

• Students active in their school
and community.

What does it cost?
• All registration costs are covered

by Scenic Rivers Energy
Cooperative and the National
Rural Utilities Cooperative
Finance Corporation.

• Visit our website -
www.sre.coop to complete and
return an application today.

Youth Leadership Congress
UW–River Falls  |  July 24–26, 2019

The annual WECA Youth 
Leadership Congress is a 
dynamic three-day event 
for youth leaders across 
Wisconsin to develop their 
leadership skills while 
learning about the purpose, 
operation, and scope of 
cooperative businesses. 

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS IS MONDAY, JUNE 14, 2019
Call for more information – 800-236-2141 x554 or email jmartin@srec.net

DEADLINE QUICKLY APPROACHING



Unplug to be More Connected

“Almost everything will work again if you unplug 
it for a few minutes, including you.” Author 

Anne Lamott cleverly captures the benefits of unplug-
ging in today’s device-driven, multi-tasking world. 
Keeping up with work, family and school activities or 
the latest trends on social media makes most of us 
feel compelled to constantly check our devices.

Summer is a great time to take a family vacation, 
but it’s also a good opportunity to unplug from our 
devices and enjoy the great outdoors with family and 
friends. Research has shown that we all need down-
time after a busy day to recharge––even though we 
may resist it. Take a moment to slow down and enjoy 
some peaceful hours away from technology. 

While you’re unplugging from your devices, take 
a look around your home to identify electronics that 
consume energy even when they are not in use (this 
is known as “vampire” energy loss). TVs, gaming 
consoles, phone chargers and computers are some of 
the biggest culprits. 

If your summer plans include a staycation, take 
time to recharge your relationships and be more 
present with those you love. Stop by one of the dairy 
breakfasts in either Crawford, Grant, or Lafayette 
Counties (hosted by SREC members), or hike in one 
of our area’s parks.  Enjoy our beautiful surroundings 
with your family and friends. 

Speaking of spending time outdoors, you can also 
enjoy energy savings by incorporating LED products 
and fixtures for outdoor use, such as pathway, step 
and porch lights. Many include features like automatic 

daylight shut-off and motion sensors. You can also 
find solar-powered lighting for outdoor spaces.

Save energy by keeping warm summer air outside 
where it belongs. Add caulk or weather stripping to 
seal air leaks around doors and windows. You can 
also employ a programmable thermostat to adjust 
the settings a few degrees higher when no one is 
home. 

In our connected world, we have forgotten how to 
slow down. We multitask and text. We check email, 
then voicemail, then Facebook. Do yourself and your 
family a favor. Put down the device and smell the 
fresh air. 

While Scenic Rivers Energy Cooperative can’t help 
you recharge your relationships, we can help you 
save money and energy by connecting you with our 
energy-saving programs and services. When you do 
plug back in, we’re just a call or click away. 



Tips for Maintaining an Efficient HVAC System

Ah, summer. Cookouts, swimming pools, camp-
ing––it’s the perfect time to enjoy the outdoors 

with family and friends. And when it’s time to come 
back indoors, there’s nothing better than that cool 
blast you feel from your home’s air conditioning unit. 

Your heating, ventilating and air conditioning 
(HVAC) system is essential to keeping your home 
comfortable during summer months, and if it breaks 
down, it’s also the most expensive equipment to repair 
or replace. Luckily, there are simple steps you can 
take to lengthen the life of your HVAC system. 

Change or clean filters. Dirty filters block 
airflow, which can greatly decrease the efficiency of 
your system. The Department of Energy recommends 
changing or cleaning filters every month or two 
during the cooling season. If your unit is in constant 
use or is subjected to dusty conditions or pet hair, 
consider checking filters more frequently. 

Clean the HVAC unit. Outdoor condenser coils 
can become clogged with pollen, dirt and small debris. 
Use a hose to spray the HVAC unit once each season 
to ensure maximum airflow. (Warning: Do not use 

a pressure washer to do this, as it can damage the 
equipment.)

Clear space around the HVAC unit. Dryer 
vents, falling leaves and grass left behind from the 
lawnmower can create buildup. Remove any debris 
around the HVAC unit. If you have foliage near the 
unit, trim it back at least 2 ft. around the condenser 
to increase airflow. 

If you want to evaluate the efficiency of your HVAC 
system, follow the steps in the graphic shown below.

You should also have your HVAC system periodical-
ly inspected by a licensed professional. The frequency 
of inspections depends on the age of your unit, but 
the Department of Energy recommends scheduling 
tune-ups during the spring and fall, when contractors 
aren’t as busy. 

When HVAC equipment fails, it’s inconvenient and 
uncomfortable––especially during the dog days of 
summer. Remember, your HVAC system runs best 
when it’s regularly cleaned and serviced. With a little 
maintenance along the way, you can add years to your 
system’s lifespan. 



Zielie’s Tree Service will 
continue trimming on the Gays 
Mills Substation west circuit 
the month of June.  

It is important for SREC to 
maintain its rights-of-way for 
the following reasons:

• Accessibility for field crews, 
vehicles and equipment

• Fire prevention
• Reliable electric service
• Quality service with the 

reduction of outages and 
blinks

• Safety for workers and the 
public

• Meeting state and federal 
code requirements

On a daily basis, SREC 
employees and contractors are 
working throughout the area, 
at times on your property, 
to operate and maintain the 
electric system and our rights-
of-ways.  We appreciate your 
cooperation.  If you have 
questions, please contact Jay at 
jgardner@srec.net or call 800-
236-2141 ext. 566.

Vegetation 
Management
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Watt’    happening

Watt’s Happening is published monthly as an 
information service to the member-owners of Scenic 
Rivers Energy Cooperative.

Any questions or comments can be directed to 
Watt’s Happening, Scenic Rivers Energy Cooperative, 
231 North Sheridan, Lancaster, WI 53813 or 
telephone (608) 723-2121 or toll free 800-236-2141.

www.sre.coop
Steve Lucas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CEO 

Our board of directors consists of Chuck 
Simmons, Don Schaefer, Sandra Davidson, Ellen 
Conley, Jack Larson, Larry Butson, Delbert Reuter, 
Steve Carpenter and Marcus Saegrove.
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Scenic Rivers Energy Cooperative is holding its annual 
photo contest for members’ photos to be featured in our 
2020 calendar. Winning photos may be used in future 
newsletters or cooperative publications.
  Photos must be taken within the Scenic Rivers Energy 
Cooperative service area and should capture life in rural 
Wisconsin (seasons, wildlife, landscape, etc.).
 Photos must be submitted via email to jmartin@srec.net.

For a complete list of rules and criteria as well as 
downloadable forms, visit our website, www.sre.coop. 
Entry forms can also be picked up at our office, or we will 
email a copy to you.

2019 Member Photo Contest

“Rural Wisconsin”

Badgerland Utility Solutions LLC will be completing the 
underground inspections in Crawford County.  They will be 
treating woody plant tops and roots with an environmentally 
sound herbicide starting in the month of June, weather 
permitting.  We will be sending out a postcard within the 
next weeks notifying affected members who are served by  
the following Substations:  Prairie du Chien and Steuben 
Substations in Crawford County; and Castle Rock, Jerrett 
and Kaiser Substations in Grant County.    

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.


