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Suds and Savings
10 ways to save energy in the laundry room

Your clothes washer and dryer account for a 
significant portion of energy consumption 

from major appliances, and let’s face it––laundry 
is no one’s favorite chore. Make the most of your 
laundry energy use! There are several easy ways 
you can save energy (and money) in the laundry 
room. The Department of Energy recommends the 
following tips for saving on suds:  
1. Wash with cold water. Switching from warm 

water to cold water can cut one load’s energy 
use by more than half, and by using a cold-
water detergent, you can still achieve that 
brilliant clean you’d normally get from washing 
in warm water. 

2. Wash full loads when possible. Your 
washing machine will use the same amount of 
energy no matter the size of the clothes load, 
so fill it up if you can. 

3. Use the high-speed or extended spin cycle 
in the washer. This setting will remove more 
moisture before drying, reducing your drying 
time and the extra wear on clothing. 

4. Dry heavier cottons separately. Loads will 
dry faster and more evenly if you separate 
heavier cottons like linens and towels from 
your lightweight clothing. 

5. Make use of the “cool down” cycle. If your 
dryer has this cycle option, you can save 
energy because the clothes will finish drying 
with the remaining heat in the dryer. 

6. Use lower heat settings to dry clothing. 
Regardless of drying time, you’ll still use less 
energy. 

7. Use dryer balls. Dryer balls, usually wool or 
rubber, will help keep clothes separated for 

faster drying, and they can help reduce static, 
so you can eliminate dryer sheets. 

8. Switch loads while the dryer is warm. This 
allows you to take advantage of the remaining 
heat from the previous cycle.  

9. Clean the lint filter after each drying cycle. 
If you use dryer sheets, remember to scrub 
the filter once a month with a toothbrush to 
remove excess buildup. 

10. Purchase ENERGY STAR®-rated washers 
and dryers. When it’s time to purchase a new 
washer or dryer, look for the ENERGY STAR® 
label. New washers and dryers that receive 
the ENERGY STAR® rating use about 20% 
less energy than conventional models. 

To learn about additional ways you can 
 save energy at home, visit our website at   
www.sre.coop or the Department of Energy at 
www.energy.gov/energysaver. n

Switching from warm water to cold water can cut one load’s 
energy use by more than half, and by using a cold-water deter-
gent, you can still achieve that brilliant clean you’d normally get 

from washing in warm water. 



June Dairy Breakfasts 2021
Held at SREC member farms

Crawford County 
Saturday, June 5 

6 am – 11 am 
The Steger Farm, 60724 
Irish Ridge Road, Prairie 
du Chien

$2 for a drive through 
breakfast – complete 
with pancakes, sausage, 
cheese curds, cottage 
cheese, string cheese and 
milk.  Ice Cream, custard 
and/or shakes may 
also be 
available.  

Lafayette County
Saturday, June 12 
6:30 am – 10:30 am 
Highway Dairy Farms, 
16639 Hwy 23, 
Darlington

$5 Adults; 10 and 
under $3.   Scrambled 
eggs with ham and 
cheese, sausage 
links, donuts, 
pudding, cheese, 
Strawberry Ice 
Cream Sundaes, 
Milk, Juice and 
Coffee.

Grant County 
Sunday, June 13 
7 am – 11:30 am 

Vosberg Colonial Acres 
Farm, 1888 Bishop 
Lane, Cuba City

$5 with 10 and under 
Free.   Pancakes, 
sausage links, 
scrambled 
eggs, yogurt, 
applesauce, 
cheese, ice 
cream and 
milk. 

Youth Leadership Congress is going virtual!
July 13–14, 8 a.m. to noon daily

Pre-event dance party on July 12
Students receive welcome box with T-shirt & YLC material

More details available on our website, www.sre.coop
Questions? Contact Judy at 608-723-4121 or jmims@srec.net

you’re invited



Beautify Your Yard, Not Utility Equipment
Utility Equipment Needs to Be Accessible 24/7

Springtime means time for outdoor projects. 
Even when located on your property, electrical 

equipment is the property of Scenic Rivers Energy 
Cooperative and must be accessible to our crews at 
all times. Why?

Emergencies
In the event of a fire, crews must be able to shut 

the power off before firefighters can begin their work. 
Every second counts during such a critical event.

Maintenance
SREC routinely checks and maintains meters and 

transformers to make sure equipment hasn’t been 
damaged and is in good working condition.

Outages
Some equipment must be accessed in the event 

of a power outage. If the equipment is inaccessible, 
it can cause longer outages for you and your 
neighbors.

Locked Gate
If your property has a gate that requires a key, 

SREC can provide a lock that can be used as a 
link with your lock and opened with the key held by 
SREC. We respect your privacy as a property owner, 
and will only access our equipment when needed.

Padmount Transformers
Green utility boxes, known as padmount 

transformers, are part of the supply chain that helps 
provide power to your neighborhood. Those boxes 
sit on an easement, which allows us access to them.

What are the green boxes for? Their job is to 
step down high-voltage electricity to a lower voltage 
needed for the underground wires 
supplying power to the lights and 
appliances in homes.

Please do not paint, enhance, 
block, or otherwise obstruct 
padmount transformers. Do not 
plant shrubs or trees close to 
green box transformers or other 
utility equipment. Limiting or 
restricting access to the box in 
your yard could delay restoration 
work during an outage and 

creates a serious safety hazard. We need at least 
10 feet of clearance in front of the transformer (the 
side that is pad-locked), as well as four feet of 
clearance on the other three sides.

Power Poles
Please keep utility poles free from all personal 

materials such as balloons, fliers, and metal 
objects like staples or tacks. By respecting 
utility poles, you can help keep your community 
powered, and your local utility workers safe.

Utility workers use specialized climbing devices 
to perform regular maintenance and repair 
damaged power lines at the top of utility poles. 
Nails, tacks, and other metal objects that are used 
to attach objects to utility poles can interfere with 
the safe operation of the climbing boots used by 
utility workers. Foreign objects that are embedded 
in utility poles can also snag or damage the 
personal protective equipment that keeps line 
workers safe.

Meters
Meters must have a clear and unrestricted path 

for access at all times. They should not be located 
in areas that are inconvenient to enter or where 
privacy is desired. This isn’t ideal for our crews, is 
costly to the co-op, and it can be dangerous.

Meters should be placed 36 to 66 inches from 
the ground and should not be enclosed in any way.

If we can’t access the meter, we will be 
contacting you to schedule a meeting on-site to 
relocate the meter pedestal.

By respecting all utility equipment, including 
meters and transformers, you can help keep the 
power on and your local utility workers safe. n

Meters should be located so accessibility will not be obstructed by future alterations or additions.



For those avid photographers among 
our membership, we hope you will 
participate and send us your work.  
We especially encourage first timers 
and our younger members to submit 
your work. 

High-resolution photos can be submitted 
via email to jmims@srec.net.  For a 
complete list of rules 
and criteria, as well 
as the entry forms, 
visit our website at 
www.sre.coop.  Entry 
forms can also be 
picked up at our 
office, or we can 
email you a copy.  
Please call us if you 
have questions.
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Watt’s Happening is published monthly as an 
information service to the member-owners of 
Scenic Rivers Energy Cooperative.

Any questions or comments can be directed 
to Watt’s Happening, Scenic Rivers Energy 
Cooperative, 231 North Sheridan, Lancaster, WI 
53813 or telephone (608) 723-2121 or toll free 
800-236-2141.

www.sre.coop
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Our board of directors consists of Chuck 
Simmons, Don Schaefer, Sandra Davidson, 
Ellen Conley, Jack Larson, Larry Butson, Delbert 
Reuter, Steve Carpenter and Marcus Saegrove.
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Vegetation 
Management

Zielie’s Tree Service will be finishing up the 
tree trimming on the Platteville Substation and 
starting to trim on the Castle Rock Substation 
in Grant County the month of June.
Badgerland Utility Solutions will be spraying 
the Shullsburg and Lamont Substations in 
Lafayette County and working on a portion of 
the Mt Hope Substation in Grant County the 
month of June.
It is important for SREC to maintain its rights-
of-way for the following reasons:

• Accessibility for field crews, vehicles 
and equipment

• Fire prevention
• Reliable electric service
• Quality service with the reduction of 

outages and blinks
• Safety for workers and the public
• Meeting state and federal code 

requirements
On a daily basis, SREC employees and 
contractors are working throughout the area, at 
times on your property, to operate and maintain 
the electric system and our rights-of-ways.  
During this time, we especially appreciate your 
cooperation as we maintain social distancing 
between our essential staff and our members.  
If you have questions, please contact Jay 
at jgardner@srec.net or call 800-236-2141 
ext. 566.
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Tips for Savings: 
• Set your thermostat to 78 

degrees (a level that is 
comfortable for the home, but 
a few degrees higher than 
normal). Closing curtains 
and pulling shades will help 
the home feel cooler, longer. 
A ceiling fan or table fan 
throughout the afternoon will 
help circulate air.

• Set up a schedule for your 
smart thermostat and smart 
lighting options, ensuring a 
minimal amount of energy 
is used between 11 a.m. 
and 7 p.m.

• Make sure your hot water 
heater is set to 120 degrees

• Open up the dishwasher 
after the wash cycle to let 
dishes air dry


