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A Well-Designed Landscape Can Save You Some Green
Thinking of planting some trees in your yard 
this summer? 

If the answer is yes, giving some thought about where 
to put them could help reduce your energy bill. Not only 
are trees beautiful, but shading is the most cost-effective 
way to reduce heat gain 
from the sun – a good thing 
in the summer. 

And the savings 
are nothing to sneeze 
at. According to the 
Department of Energy, a 
well-planned landscape 
can reduce an unshaded 
home’s air conditioning 
costs by 15 to 50 percent. 
Our nation’s energy 
authority also boasts 
that on average, a well-
designed landscape saves 
enough energy to pay for 
itself in less than 8 years.

Although effective, 
shade-producing 
landscaping strategies 
vary by climate, here are 
some general planting 
guidelines from the Arbor 
Day Foundation:

☼ Plant on the west 
and northwest side 
of your home to 
provide mid- to late-
afternoon shade. 

☼ Plant shade trees over patios, driveways, and 
air-conditioning units (but never crowd or block 
your A/C unit—it should have a five-foot clearance 
above it and three feet on all sides).

☼ Use trees to shade east and west windows. If they 
block your view, prune lower branches.

☼ In general, large, deciduous trees planted on the east, 
west, and northwest sides of your home create shade 
in the summer and can help decrease the cost of 
running your air conditioner in the heat of the summer.

And what is deciduous, you ask? 
Deciduous (du-si-juu-

uhs) trees shed their 
leaves annually. Although 
It equates to a lot of leaves 
to rake come October, 
the annual cycle lets the 
sunshine through in the 
winter but blocks the sun’s 
rays in the summer.  Either 
scenario helps reduce 
energy costs if trees are 
strategically placed in 
relation to your home.

Trees that don’t 
shed leaves are called 
evergreens, which usually 
block the sun year-round. 
That’s great in the summer 
but not so hot in the winter.

 Consult a landscape 
professional for 
specific climate/region 
recommendations. 

NOTE: When planting 
trees, be sure to consider 
height potential. Do not 
plant a tree that will mature 
to more than 15 feet tall 
near or under power lines. 

Taller-growing trees (taller than 15 feet at maturity) should 
be planted a minimum of 20 feet away from power lines, 
and much farther – 50 feet away – to avoid future pruning/
power line issues.

For more information about planting the right tree in the right 
place or about electrical safety, go to SafeElectricity.org. n



Power outages can turn deadly for people who use life-
sustaining medical equipment that requires a consistent 

source of electricity.

Scenic Rivers Energy Cooperative is committed to providing 
members with reliable energy service, but it’s impossible for 
us to guarantee uninterrupted power at all times.  Outages 
caused by severe storms, vehicle accidents, tree limbs, 
animals, equipment failure, or other problems could leave 
you without power for hours or, in very, very rare cases, days.

If someone in your household depends on a respirator, 
oxygen concentrator, ventilator, or other life-support 
equipment, make sure you have an emergency backup plan.

Before an emergency arises, Scenic Rivers suggests the 
following:

• Obtain a backup source of power recommended by the 
manufacturer of any critical care equipment you have in 
your home.  For example, battery backups or portable 
generators can provide you with the electricity you need 
until power can be restored.

• Keep a full charge on battery-operated devices or have 
extra batteries available.  Check your backup batteries 
periodically.  Unused rechargeable batteries may need 
charging.

• Consider buying a portable 
battery pack that can 
supply hours of backup 
power.

• Keep your cell phone 
charged so you can call 
for help and be reached 
by family and friends 
concerned about your well-
being.

• Have a plan.  Talk to 
relatives or friends about 
places you can go in 
the event of a long-term 
outage.  

Remember, if an outage occurs, 
be sure to call us at 800-236-
2141 with your member number 
and location so that help can be 
dispatched. n

Prepare a Backup Plan 
if your Health Relies on 
Electricity Scenic Rivers Energy Cooperative has unclaimed 

capital credits for former members of the 
cooperative.  

Funds for these people have been unclaimed for a 
minimum of three years.  In accordance with SREC 
bylaws, after 60 days from the mailing of notices to these 
person’s last known address, the unclaimed funds shall 
be forfeited.  These funds will be used for educational 
scholarships or other charitable purposes as the board of 
directors determines.  

The complete listing of names is published on our 
website: www.sre.coop/unclaimedfunds  If you do not 
have access to our website, you may request a listing by 
contacting our office during regular business hours.  

If you know the whereabouts of these former members, 
please ask either the individual or the estate executor to 
contact us at 800-236-2141.  When writing to us, please 
include information to verify the person is the same one 
we are trying to locate.  A previous mailing address, 
service address, street, road, or fire number where 
service was received would be helpful.

We will respond to all inquiries; however, due to the large 
volume of inquiries please be patient as we do our best 
to serve you, our members. n

Public Notice:  
Unclaimed Capital Credits



While most homeowners would like to be more 
energy efficient and save money, often it feels 

overwhelming because many people don’t know where 
to start.  To help jumpstart your effort, it is useful to know 
what the top energy users are in your home.  With this 
knowledge, you can choose a path that works best for 
your family.

According to the U.S Energy Information Agency, the 
top five energy users in U.S. homes are, in order: space 
cooling, space heating, water heating, lighting, and 
refrigeration.

Adjust the temperature.  Together, home heating and 
cooling use the most energy and take the biggest bite out of 
your energy budget.  However, there are simple low-cost or 
no-cost ways you can achieve at least 10 percent savings.

Top Five Energy Users in Your Home  
      – a starting point for savings

• During cold weather, set your 
thermostat to 68 degrees 
Fahrenheit.

• During warm weather, 
the recommended indoor 
temperature is 78 degrees 
Fahrenheit.

• Cleaning the filters of your 
HVAC system can cut costs from 5 to 15 percent.

• Clean the coils around your electric baseboard heater 
to maintain maximum efficiency.

• Caulk and weather-strip around windows and doors to 
prevent heat from escaping to the outdoors.

• Proper use of a programmable thermostat can save 
you 10 percent on your monthly utility bill.

Shine the light on savings.  Take a fresh look at the 
lighting in your home.  If you still use incandescent lighting, 
your light bulbs are operating at only 25 percent efficiency.  
Replacing your home’s five most frequently used bulbs 
with Energy-Star certified LEDs can save you $75 per year.  
Always turn lights off in rooms that are not being used.

Water heating efficiency.  Just as it is energy-wise to 
insulate your roof, wall, or floor, it also pays to wrap your 
hot water heater with an insulating blanket.  This is more 
critical if you have an older unit.  Be sure to follow the 
manufacturer’s instructions.  For additional efficiency, 
insulate exposed hot water lines and drain one to two 
gallons of water from the bottom of your tank annually to 
prevent sediment build-up.

Be an Energy Star.  If your refrigerator was purchased 
before 2001, chances are it uses 40 percent more energy 
than a new Energy Star model.  If you are considering an 
appliance update, a new Energy Star refrigerator uses at 
least 15 percent less energy than non-qualified models and 
20 percent less energy than required by current federal 
standards.  

Be sure to see our web-site at www.sre.coop for information 
on rebates for appliances, lighting, water heaters, heating 
and HVAC products.  Application forms and copies of any 
receipts are due within three months of purchase and 
installation of any qualifying products.  Give us a call if you 
have any questions about our rebate programs.  800-236-
2141 ext. 563. n



Photo Contest Criteria:
• Photos must be taken within the Scenic Rivers Energy 

Cooperative service area.
• Photos for 2021 should capture life in rural Wisconsin - 

specifically farm animals.
• Photos must have a horizontal (landscape) orientation.
• Photos can be in color or black and white.
• Photos must be high resolution; at least 300 dpi and 8”x10”.

2020 Member 
Photo Contest: 
Deadline  
August 20, 2020
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Watt’s Happening is published monthly as an 
information service to the member-owners of 
Scenic Rivers Energy Cooperative.

Any questions or comments can be directed 
to Watt’s Happening, Scenic Rivers Energy 
Cooperative, 231 North Sheridan, Lancaster, WI 
53813 or telephone (608) 723-2121 or toll free 
800-236-2141.
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Vegetation 
Management
Zielie’s Tree Service will be trimming 
on the Soldiers Grove Substation north 
circuit in Crawford County.
Badgerland Utilitiy Solutions will be 
spraying on the Mt Hope Substation 
in Grant County.  All members should 
have received a post card prior to this 
maintenance program starting.    
It is important for SREC to maintain its 
rights-of-way for the following reasons:

• Accessibility for field crews, 
vehicles and equipment

• Fire prevention
• Reliable electric service
• Quality service with the reduction 

of outages and blinks
• Safety for workers and the public
• Meeting state and federal code 

requirements
On a daily basis, SREC employees and 
contractors are working throughout the 
area, at times on your property, to operate 
and maintain the electric system and 
our rights-of-ways.  During this time, we 
especially appreciate your cooperation 
as we maintain social distancing between 
our essential staff and our members.  If 
you have questions, please contact 
Jay at jgardner@srec.net or call 800-
236-2141 ext. 566.

OUR OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED  
FRIDAY, JULY 3 

 
IN OBSERVANCE  

OF THE  
4TH OF JULY


